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Col (Ret.) Robert Roy Tromly, DDS 

Robert "Bob" Roy Tromly, 89, passed away on Monday, July 4, 2022. at St. Patrick Hospital of 
natural causes. 

He was born on June 6, 1933 in Butte, Montana to Larry and Mildred Tromly. He grew up in 
Butte and went on to graduate from the University of Montana with a pre-med emphasis. He 
married Mary McClain, also a University of Montana graduate on September 16,1956 in 
Redding, California. Bob was a student at Northwestern Dental School from 1957 to 1960 and 
during that time two children arrived into the family. When Bob graduated from dental school he 
signed up to be a dentist in the U. S. Army Dental Corps. 

Bob remained in the Dental Corps for 30 years, rising to the rank of Colonel. He and his family 
moved frequently within the United States and overseas. He served a tour in Vietnam from 1966 
to 1967. When he returned from Vietnam a third child arrived into the family. Family life 
remained very interesting with a pre-schooler and two teenagers in the house .During this time 
Bob studied for his boards in the field of prosthodontics. He passed the board exam and became 
a specialist in dentures and plates. He also served as the Dentac Commander on a number of 
military bases towards the end of his military career. 

Bob was an avid hunter and fisherman taking his beloved golden retriever dogs whenever he 
could. He and his family enjoyed many outdoor sports including skiing, hiking, biking, boating, 
camping and running in marathons, half-marathons, and other runs. In later years, Bob and Mary 
enjoyed cruising during the winter months. They had a very special cruise through the Panama 
Canal and were able to return to an area where they had lived in the early 1960's. 

Bob was a member of the Western Montana Military Officers Association, the American College 
of Prosthodontists; the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Holy Spirit Episcopal Church, the 
Association of Army Dentistry and the University of Montana Alumni Association. 

Survivors include his wife Mary and three children, Deb Christiansen (Eric); Stephen Tromly 
and Karen Hamilton (Sean), 5 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. 

Bob was preceded in death by his parents, Mildred and Larry Tromly and a brother Larry 
Tromly. 

Services will be held at Holy Spirit Episcopal Church at 130 South 6th St. East Missoula, MT. at 
1pm on Thursday, July 14th. The Rev. Terri Ann Grotzinger will officiate. A reception will 
follow in the Parish Hall of the church. Burial will be at the Western Montana State Veteran's 
Cemetery in Missoula, Montana Thursday at 3pm on the same day. In lieu of flowers, a donation 
to the Humane Society of Western Montana may be made at www.myhswm.org. 
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